CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

Anietliod uf pioph>'laxis aiiJ Ut;almeiil uf varicose wim and hem6rth6i ds 

comprised of the aaministration to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of a 
composition containingsan isoquinoline alkaloid or analog thereof. 
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2. The method ofsclaim 1 wherein said isoquinoline alkaloid is selected from an 
aporphine alkaloid or a benzophe^anthridine alkaloid. 

3. The method of claim 2 ^erein said aporphine alkaloid is selected from the 
group of compounds having the folio wing\tructure: 




wherein Ri and R2 are independently selected from the group consisting orH, alkyl, 
substituted alkyl, cycloalkyl, substituted cycloalkyl, alkenyl or substituted alk^yl; R3 , R4, 
R5 , R^, R7 and Rg are independently selected from the group consisting of H, hydroxy, thiol, 
methoxy, methyl sulfide, methylenedioxy, alkoxy, alkyl sulfide; and the pharmaceutically 
acceptable acid addition salts, selected from the group consisting of chloride, iodide, 
fluoride, sulfate, phosphate, acetate or carbonate and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrie 
llieieuf. — — 
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The me t hod o f claim 2 whe r ein said a p or p hine alkaloid is sc t cctcd fiuiii 
MagnoflcJi^ne or Laurifoline. 

5. VThe method of claim 2 wherein said benzophenanthridine alkaloid is selected 
from the group of compounds having the following structure: 




wherein R,, R2, R3 and R4 are independently selected from the group consisting of 
hydroxy, alkoxy, methoxy, methwenedioxy, thiol, methyl sulfide and alkyl sulfide; and R5 is 
selected from the group consisting of H, alkyl, substituted alkyl, cycloalkyl, substituted 
cycloalkyl, alkenyl and substituted al^nyl; and the pharmaceutically acceptable acid 
addition salts selected from the group consisting of chloride, iodide, fluoride, sulfate, 
phosphate, acetate and carbonate and a phalRmaceutically acceptable carrier thereof 
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6. The method of claim 2 wherein sai^ benzophenanthridine alkaloid is 
Chelerythrine. 



7. The method of claim 1 wherein said isoqun\oline alkaloid is obtained by 
organic synthesis. ^ 
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8. The method of claim 1 wherein said isoquinoline is\solated from a plant. 



9. The method of claim 1 wherein said plant is selected froimhe group 
consisting of the following genera: Zanthoxylum, Tinospora, Mahonia, PmUodendron, 
-Aristolochia, Magfwlia, Tkalictf'um, Coptis, Epimodium, Ranunculus^ Sinomohmm^ 
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Glaucium, CUnmtis, Aconitum or Cocculus, Xanthoxylium, Toddalia, Papaver, Hypecoum, 
Hylomecon, Prantt^^gemone^ Eschscholtxia, Sanguinaria, Corydalis, Dicentra, Fagara, 
Symphoricgrpos, BoccorikLXylocarpus, and Mocleaya. 

10. The method of claim^wherein the isoquinoline alkaloid is obtained from the 
stem and root bark or whole plant. 



1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein the i^Qouinoline alkaloid is formulated as a 
10 component in an herb powder, a crude herb extract, as a mbcture containing enriched 

isoquinoline alkaloids from the plant source, or as a substantia^ purified compound. 

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the composition is phamiWutically 
formulated for enteral administration, parenteral administration and topical ap^^ljcation at a 

15 — do se selected from 0.01 to 50 mg/kg of - body weight , 
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' (..^ ^-a^ ^ method for the isolation and^urification of a isoquinoline alkaloids from a 

ru plant comprising: 

! g (a) extraction of the ground ^fomass of a plant containing isoquinoline alkaloids 

20 with a solvent; and 

(b) neutralization and c6ncentration of the neutralized extract; and 

14. The method otxlairti*13 fiirther comprising: 

(c) purification of sVid extract by a chromatographic method. 
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15. The method of clai2iiJ3. wherein the plant is selected from the group 
consisting Araceae, Aristolochiaceae, Berberidaceae, Caprifoliaeeae,^Eu^horbiaceae, 
Fumariaceae, Helleboraceae, Lauraceae, Magnoliaceae, Menispem Mrliaceae, 



Papaveraceae, Ranunculaceae, Rhamnaceae and Rutaceae 
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16. 



The method 




Xylocarpus, and Mocleayd 



f claim 1 3 wherein the plant is selected from the group 



consisting of: Zanthoxylum, Tinospora, Mahonia, Phellodendron, Aristolochia, Magnolia, 
Thalictrum, Coptis, Epimedium, Ranunculus, Sinomenium, Nandina, Manodora, Berberis, 
Fumaria, Chelidonium, Pachygone, Dioscoreophyllum, Glaucium, Clematis, Aconitum or 
Cocculus, Xanthoxylium, l oddalia, Papaver, Hypecoum, Hylomecon, Prantl, Argemone, 
Eschscholtxia, Sanguinaria Corydalis, Dicentra, Fagara, Symphoricarpos, Bocconia, 
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17. The method 



18. 



wherein the biomass is extracted in a dynamic mode. 



in claiiti^S v 

The method of clai^ii^Jt^l^erein said dynamic mode is a vat extractor. 
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19. The method of claim 13 ^^rein the biomass is extracted in a static mode. 
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20. The method of clainilA 



21. 




in said static mode is a column extractor. 
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The method of clainiJ4-;^^ said chromatographic method is selected 
from ion exchange chromatogr^plSy,^ absorption chromatography, reverse phase 

^ chromatography, size ejtdusive chromatography, ultra-filtration or a combination of two or 

y ■ _ 
=|20 more of these mejftfods. 
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